
The Viking Trail

Year One

Red Trail from Voorhees Middle School 
to the Stafford Trail 
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Introduction

• The VMS Trailblazers Club has been working on 
building a hiking trail to connect Voorhees 
Middle School to the Stafford Trail and Eastern 
High School.

• This is a report on their progress



The Beginning

• In April 2015 the Trailblazers Club was founded 
for the purpose of building hiking trails in 
Voorhees Township.

• In May 2015 the Club met with the Voorhees 
Township Committee and obtained permission 
to construct a trail connecting VMS to the 
Stafford Trail.

• Construction started immediately.
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Public Interest

• The Club’s meeting with the Township 
Committee was the subject of articles in both 
the Courier Post and the Voorhees Sun.

• The Viking Trail was also mentioned in the 
South Jersey Trails website.
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Crossing the River

• The biggest challenge was finding a way across 
the stream behind the school. The problem was 
temporarily solved by placing stepping stones in 
the river.
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Stepping Stone Disadvantages

• The stones are submerged through winter, 
much of spring, and after a heavy rain. 

• The stones require a certain degree of agility to 
cross

• Heavy rains often displace the stones 
downstream, making the stream impossible to 
cross

• Water flow often makes the stones slippery and 
unstable.
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Marking the Trail

• Students obtained can tops from the faculty and 
the VMS cafeteria

• These were painted red with a blue “V” and 
nailed to trees to mark the trail.

• Not only did we mark the trail, we were able to 
recycle cafeteria waste at the same time!

• We also made mile markers by painting 
discarded concrete blocks we found behind 
VMS.

• We have also re-marked part of the Stafford 
Trail with white can tops.
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Rerouting the Trail Around the Cliff

• The direct route for the trail required a 
treacherous climb up and down this cliff.
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Rerouting the Trail Around the Cliff

• We built a winding trail around the side of the 
cliff to make an easier climb.

6/15/2016
www.brainybetty.com 16



Building the Creek Loop

• We found that many people were afraid to cross 
the stepping stones.

• So we built an additional loop trail that doesn’t 
cross the creek.

• This turned out to be one of the most scenic 
parts of the whole trail!
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Making Trail Signage

• Some hikers were confused about which way to 
go once they reached the Stafford Trail. We 
made and posted trail signs to help.

• We also made trail signs for the Creek Loop and 
for the trailhead at VMS.
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Fallen Trees

• There are about 5 trees that have fallen across 
the trail

• This is Mr. Thompson’s attempt to clear one 
with an ax.

6/15/2016
www.brainybetty.com 23



Fallen Trees

• He only tried that once. 

• We need someone with a chainsaw to clear 
these trees.
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Future Plans – Phase II

• We would like to build a connector trail from 
VMS to Connelly Park.

• This would be on Open Space except for a part 
that travels across the parking lot of the old 
West Jersey Hospital.

• We need to obtain permission or an easement 
from the landowners to do this.

• We will also need signage for where the trail will 
cross Kresson Road, Oak Hollow and Holly Oak 
Drives.
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Future Plans – Phase III

• We would like to build a second trail from VMS 
to Eastern High School through the open space 
behind Hidden Acres and Holly Oak Drives.

• This will make a complete loop of trails between 
the two schools, so hikers don’t hike out and 
back on the same trail
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Future Plans – Phase IV

• Eventually we would like to complete a large 
hiking loop that connects VMS and Eastern High 
School with:

• The Voorhees Environmental Park

• The North Branch Conservation Area

• Lions’ Lake Park

• Kresson Elementary School

• Rabinowitz Field

• Connelly Park

• Hamilton Elementary School
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Grand Opening

• We will have a ceremony opening the Viking 
Trail to public on Wednesday, June 15th at 
11:00 am.

• We invite you to our Grand Opening to see 
what we’ve accomplished!
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