
The fifth largest township in Camden
County with a population of over
30,000 residents“gets more diverse

every day, with the influx of small and mid-
sized businesses making Voorhees their
home,” says Mayor Michael Mignogna. Most
recently, 37 new businesses opened in
Voorhees Township in 2016.

“Creating a thriving business community
is a team effort between local government,
the Voorhees Business Association and the
Voorhees Economic Development Com-
mittee,” he says.

Enticing Incentives
Voorhees Township caters to its residents by
offering a property tax reward program—
Shop Voorhees. It’s the first municipality in
South Jersey to offer this multi-faceted pro-
gram that allows a portion of purchasing
dollars spent on goods and services in the
township to be applied to residents’ property
tax bills, reducing their taxes at the end of
the year. Currently over 50 businesses and
2,500 households participate, which has gen-
erated about $40,000 a year in tax savings.
Director of Community and Economic Devel-
opment Mario DiNatale calls the program a
win-win for township residents and business

owners.
“It gives Voorhees residents a little bit

of tax savings off their property taxes and it
helps businesses in Voorhees,” DiNatale
says. “If you’re going out to dinner, why not
go to a restaurant or bar in Voorhees and
help support Voorhees businesses while
doing it?”

Medical Mile
Virtua Hospital has been a part of Voorhees
Township  for 44 years, with its previous
location on Carnie Boulevard that closed in
2011. Prior to construction on a massive
$463 million, state-of-the-art hospital on
Route 73 that was completed in May 2011,
CEO Richard Miller knew he wanted Virtua
Hospital to stay in Voorhees Township.

“We were excited we were able to
replace a Voorhees hospital with another
Voorhees location. That was something Virtua
wanted to do and we felt the township is
great to work with,” Miller says. “We really
have a great relationship with Mayor
Mignogna and the committee members
and the town. ...They’ve supported us all
these years, and frankly, to go outside of the
town didn’t make any sense to us. Our com-
munity wanted us to be in Voorhees Township.

For all those reasons we felt it was important
we’d stay.”

And Virtua deciding to stay in Voorhees
attracted other businesses to join them along
the Route 73 corridor, including Brandywine
Senior Living, Powerback Rehabilitation Center
and Samaritan Healthcare and Hospice, the
first free-standing inpatient hospice center in
South Jersey. All of these medical facilities
are within a mile of each other, which is how
the term “Medical Mile” was born.

“When Virtua was building the hospital,
you [could] tell other people were getting
interested in some nearby sites,” Miller recalls.
“You have Brandywine right next door to us
and they decided that was the perfect site for
them to build and then we had Samaritan
reach out to us and start to have a conversation
and build a hospice center on our campus,
which we thought would be a great fit.”

“Our leadership team and board con-
ducted demographic studies and found
Voorhees to be an accessible location within
a 10-mile radius of major population centers
of our five-county, 2,200-mile service area,”
says Mary Ann Boccolini, Samaritan president
and CEO. “It was also convenient to many
health care facilities. We wished to be able
to provide easier access for all in the southern
sector of our service area to the inpatient
level of hospice care and were so pleased
when our current land became available
for lease.”

In addition to the other medical facilities
opening alongside the hospital, there has
been a snowball effect with a plethora of
small and medium-size businesses opening
along the corridor since Virtua Hospital
moved to Route 73. Mignogna calls Virtua
and the “Medical Mile” an “economic
magnet.”

“[It] has revitalized the Route 73 corridor
and produced thousands of new jobs and
significant tax revenue for Voorhees,”
Mignogna says. It’s also been favorable for
existing businesses, as they are generating
more revenue with  Virtua  Hospital  being
so close.
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Virtua Hospital

State-of-the-art medical facilities, a booming business industry,
business incentives, a top-rated school system and a 

diverse community—Voorhees Township has all this to offer 
and much more. 
[ By Julie Shannon ]

Kennedy Health’s Corporate Office
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Health Care Powerhouse
Virtua isn’t the only health care system to
benefit from being in Voorhees Township.
Kennedy Health’s corporate offices have
been operating there since 1997, and its
first Voorhees-based medical facility opened
in the township in 2003. They have expanded
since and currently have many services related
to health care, including Kennedy Health
Alliance, a primary care facility, dialysis facility
and a homecare department. Just last month,
Kennedy signed a lease to move its contact
center across the street from its doctor offices
on Laurel Oak Road. Construction on the
26,000-square-foot building is slated to start
in October. Chief Population Health Executive
Anthony Wehbe credits the centralized loca-
tion and close relationship with township
officials as the reason for Kennedy’s continued
expansion in Voorhees Township.

“Voorhees is very centrally located and
we’ve had support from the community,” he

says. “We also have a great relationship with
the township. Voorhees is very receptive,
business-friendly and encourages us to
expand. They make the process easy.”

Cooper Medical Health System also has
a state-of-the-art medical campus in Voorhees
Township, thanks in part to the Camden
County Improvement Authority (CCIA).

“The authority helped transform a shut-
down grocery store and an abandoned strip
mall into a vibrant medical complex. … The
Cooper project employs hundreds of med-
ical professionals and administrative staff
in Voorhees, providing a significant source
of employment,” says Freeholder Louis

Cappelli Jr.
Another large development the CCIA

has worked on in recent years is Flyers Skate
Zone, an ice hockey rink that is home to the
Philadelphia Flyers practices.

“Those projects totaled about $25 mil-
lion in development and have become
landmarks within the township,” Cappelli
says. “The authority has an outstanding
working relationship with the mayor and
governing body in Voorhees partnering
together to develop and finance landmark
projects throughout Voorhees creating a
world-class professional hockey complex
that employs hundreds and attracts thou-
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sands to the township and by working with
the largest health care provider in South
Jersey to develop a state-of-the-art medical
campus focused on outpatient services that
transformed several shuttered properties.”

Retail Rewards
Formerly the Echelon Mall, the Voor -
hees  Town  Center  has gone through a
number of changes in recent years, including
Macy’s closing in March. “Restaurant Row,”
which was added in 2012 with restaurants
such as Catelli Duo, Iron Hill Brewery,
Elena Wu Restaurant & Sushi Bar, Friendly’s
and Burger 21 is a restaurant destination
for township residents and surrounding
communities. 

The Voorhees Township Economic Devel-
opment Committee is currently on Phase 2
of their redevelopment plan and is in
talks with a number of developers to

occupy empty space.
“We are very proactive in helping to

ensure that the space be completed and
add to that additional development or
redevelopment of the area. While we don’t
think there’s a lot of retail participating, the
way we are looking at it along with mall
owners is the top floor will be all commercial
businesses,” DiNatale says.

Some of the commercial businesses cur-
rently occupying the second floor are the
Voorhees Township municipal offices, the
CCIA, Alicia Rose Victorious Foundation,
Bayada Nursing and The Center for Neuro-
logical and Neurodevelopment Health, which
is under contract for another 1,200-square-
foot space opposite to their current space.
The first floor is made up of retail and various
entertainment businesses, such as Tilt Studio,
a family entertainment destination.

Lasting Relationships
From the initial consultations, to putting

permits in place and undergoing construc-
tion, business owners say the process has
been smooth from start to finish with town-
ship officials and has made it an ideal place
to conduct business and serve their com-
munity.

“We have enjoyed a welcoming and
accommodating relationship with Voorhees
Township throughout the entire process of
planning, building and opening the Samar-
itan Center  at Voorhees,” Boccolini says.
“Mayor Mignogna and the township were
pleased to have us become a part of
Voorhees’ Medical Mile and we are grateful
for their support.”

“I think the township to this day has
been phenomenal to work with and we
appreciate their ongoing support for what
they are doing out of Voorhees Township,”
Miller echoes. “I think Voorhees is proud to
have us as that health system in their com-
munity that is world class. We’re very proud
of being in Voorhees Township.” w

“Voorhees is very receptive, business-friendly and
encourages us to expand. They make the process
easy.”
—Anthony Wehbe, Chief Population Health Executive at Kennedy Health

Catelli Duo at the Voorhees Town Center
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WHAT BUSINESSES ARE SAYING
OINK & MOO
Sean Parker, Owner
“I grew up around the Trenton area, but
always liked Voorhees and always wanted
to open up a restaurant in this area.
Voorhees is a lovely township and was a
very responsive neighborhood to move
into; we have nothing but positive feed-
back from the township. All the committee
members, everybody who lives here and
everyone who comes in the door have been
nothing but positive.”

NATIONAL ENERGY PARTNERS
Jeremy Connor, CEO
“It’s great to be in a community of forward-
thinking businesses and township leaders
who share our values of continuous
improvement and environmental
responsibility. We’re newcomers
to Voorhees Township, but already see the
value in what Voorhees has to offer
businesses. The central location makes it
easy to meet with our international
partners and solar customers and we
appreciate all the township is doing to

make Voorhees an attractive place to
entertain and work.”

CPI COMPANIES
Gary DeVicci, Owner
“I am a Voorhees resident and live half a
mile from my office so the commute is
wonderful and the second part is, Voorhees
is recognized as an upscale area and helps
set a tone for the fact that we are a
successful business. The township
maintains a high-level reputation as a place
to do business and also to live.”

CONCORD ENGINEERING
Michael Fischette, CEO
“Voorhees Township is a central location
within [South Jersey]. Having other offices
in Philadelphia and Atlantic City, Voorhees
provides a flexible location for Concord
Engineering to obtain work and provide
work staff from all three areas. Around 75
percent of our employees live within 15
miles from Voorhees. Voorhees
Township has given Concord Engineering a
stable place in Southern New Jersey to

thrive as a growing business as we
developed into the company we are today.”

AAA SOUTH JERSEY
Rich Bradley, 
Public Affairs Specialist
“Voorhees offers numerous advantages for
our business. In addition to the proximity
of numerous neighborhoods, we also have
easy access to all of the main roads
in South Jersey including Routes 70, 73, 55
and Interstate 295. Being able to get just
about anywhere quickly is a definite
benefit to our members, especially when
they need help on the road. We have an
excellent relationship with the mayor’s
office, as well as the various township
departments that are vital to the success of
any business.” 

SHM FINANCIAL GROUP
Stanley Molotsky, 
President and CEO 
“Living in Voorhees and having an office in
Voorhees makes my commute time a
pleasure and it’s very helpful doing

business in the township since many of our
clients live within 10 minutes from the
office. It seems like Voorhees looks for
entities like our medium-size business and
most of the businesses throughout the
township are friendly and
accommodating.”
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